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1 Introduction to the Anthropology of Politics

What is political anthropology and how does an anthropology of politics differ from the study of politics in
political science? This section will introduce the anthropology of politics and give a historical overview of
this disciplinary subfield. We will consider how and where we locate the political, and the ways in which
politics might be said to operate.

2 Nationalism

Contemporary thinking on globalization explores the idea that national boundaries and citizenship have
become more fluid due to trade and migration. Historical perspective, however, reveals that concepts of
nation-state as well as actual borders are relatively recent phenomena. Indeed, it may be argued that the
past 200 years of nation-states are anomalous and fluidity more the historical norm.

3 Citizenship and Migration

Citizenship is a central concept for modern politics, based on an assumption that the state is accountable to
its citizens and all people have equal rights and responsibilities. This session explores how citizenship is
not simply the product of an abstract set of legal rights or self-evident nationality, but is produced through
the everyday encounters between citizen/subjects and those who act in the name of state.

4 Religion and Secularism

How has the sphere of politics become conceptually separated from the domain of religion? This session
will investigate the ongoing debates about the place of religion in the public sphere. Why have anxieties
around political religiosity re-surfaced in recent years? How can we understand the imbrications of religious
vocabularies and sentiments in contemporary politics? How does politics play itself out in ritual idioms?.
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